The latest annual WHO [World Health Statistics](http://www.who.int/whosis/whostat/2008/en/index.html) report (2008) predicts that worldwide deaths from infectious diseases, notably malaria, HIV, tuberculosis, neonatal infections, and diarrhoea, will decline by 2030. "In more and more countries, the chief causes of death are non-communicable diseases (NCDs) such as heart disease and stroke", said Ties Boerma, WHO Director of Health Statistics and Informatics (Geneva, Switzerland).

The report draws on WHO\'s vast databases on global mortality levels, the latest UNAIDS/WHO projections for HIV prevalence and mortality, and updated World Bank forecasts for economic growth to assess global disease burden and mortality risk. John Sanders (Naval Medical Research Center Detachment, Lima, Peru) thinks the projections are reasonable, but warns that newly emerging pathogens or substantial changes in social conditions could completely invalidate them.

"Progress towards preventing and treating many infectious diseases is being made but in the past 40 years an array of emerging or re-emerging infections, including HIV, have kept infectious diseases among the most common causes of death worldwide", he said. During the 1970s, no one expected that HIV would cause a pandemic that would affect 65 million people, causing 25 million deaths. In 2002, the severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus was unknown, but by 2004, there had been over 8000 cases reported in 20 countries worldwide.

Although he believes it likely that NCDs will overtake infectious diseases as causes of global mortality, Paul Amuna (University of Greenwich at Medway, Kent, UK) stresses that unless systems for scaling up initial success in reducing infectious disease burden are maintained, "the gains can and will be eroded over the medium to long term, despite socioeconomic development". He recommends that control methods for infectious diseases and NCDs should be made more sustainable by focusing on continuing education and health promotion.
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Ib Christian Bygbjerg (University of Copenhagen, Denmark) stressed that the interaction between NCDs and infectious disease should not be overlooked, pointing out that diabetes is just as much of a risk factor for tuberculosis as HIV infection. Another unknown factor is the effect of climate change on infectious disease prevalence; however, Bygbjerg questions whether we should worry more about climate or political climate, asking: "Which of these has caused the present situation in Burma?"
